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We are talking about the nexus between social justice, science and policy. We are hoping that science can play a greater role in informing public policy and ensuring that public policy meets the standards of social justice.In essence, science is a process by which we seek to understand the underlying principles and laws that govern the universe.Public policy is a set of actions and decisions taken by governments or their representatives to address specific societal issues, with the aim of achieving certain goals such as problem-solving, maintaining order, providing services, promoting social justice, and fostering economic stability.Social justice refers to the concept of creating a society or institution that is based on the principles of equality and solidarity, which understands and values human rights, and that recognizes the dignity of every human being.
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The types of policy instruments available to government include : Doing nothing: decide not to intervene. There may be no problem, financial constraints or precedents that cause the government to choose to do nothing. Or, the problem may be self-corrective Information-based: influence people through knowledge transfer, communication and moral persuasion (behaviour is based on knowledge, beliefs and values). This is the least coercive of the instruments Expenditure-based: money is used as a direct instrument to achieve outcome (grants, contributions, vouchers, etc.) Regulation: government’s role is to command and prohibit - this is the most widely used instrument/ tool. It defines norms & acceptable behaviour or limits activities Acting directly: providing a direct service to achieve outcome (rather than working through citizens or organizations to achieve goals). Examples include education, garbage collection, Parks and Recreation Policy instruments used by governments are now being influenced by: Government and Governance: financial and regulatory policy instruments are constrained within a new governance environment (increase in policy networks) International Influence: environmental policy, taxation and fiscal policy are now subject to international pressure These put increasing emphasis on alternative policy 
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“Policy formation is a complex iterative process 
between policy analysts/advisors, subject matter 
experts, politicians and external stakeholders. It is 
easy for science to be quickly ignored or separated 
from other considerations. Yet the essential need 
is to try and ensure the place and integrity of 
science-based input throughout the process. .” 

Professor Sir Peter Gluckman
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What is described in the Declaration of the 10th World Science Forum on Science for Social Justice and the Cape Town Declaration on Science for Social Justice is that policymakers include scientists and data at multiple points through their process. The principles of social justice should inform both processes.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My aim today is to show you some specific examples of how a powerful political and moral agenda have shaped our understanding, attitudes, responses and policies. My objective is to disrupt your current system of understanding drugs, drug policy and people who use drugs. The outcome I am hoping for is not a conversion or to convince you that I am right. I hope this session creates a sense of cognitive dissonance to the degree that you become curious. Encourages a healthy scepticism, even if for evidence-based policiesHighlights the need for a bidirectional relationship between the principles of social justice and science and that the principles of social justice must be the foundation on which all policies must be built.I want you to be curious… 
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Drug policy
Health & welfare of mankind…

A single Convention
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 1961 (as amended by the 1972 Protocol) (30 March 

1961), UNTS vol. 520 no. 7515. [hereinafter ‘Single Convention’];

1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances (21 February 1971) UNTS vol. 1019 no. 

14956. [hereinafter ‘1971 Convention’]; UN Convention against the Illicit

Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (20 December 1988) UNTS vol. 

1582 no. 27627..
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A single Convention
Recognizing that addiction to 
narcotic drugs constitutes a 
serious evil for the
individual and is fraught with 
social and economic danger to 
mankind,

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Internationally, drug policies are informed by the UN Single Convention on Drugs. When it comes to drugs and drug use, the principles of science, social justice and effective public policy have been universally ignored. 
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Evil
Conscious of their duty to 
prevent and combat this 
evil,
Considering that effective 
measures against abuse of 
narcotic drugs require 
coordinated
and universal action,
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Despite the belief that science and the best interests of people inform policy, there are many examples from the international, continental and South African context that show that we embrace “evidence ignored” policies ahead of “evidence informed” policies. [examples: AIDS denialism in SA and Botswana, Life Esidimeni …]Drug policy is an example. The impact is directly measurable in the continued marginalisation of people, their exclusion from meaningful participation in decisions that most affect them, and ultimately in the unnecessary loss of life. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the process, all social justice considerations have been swept under the carpet. However, there is only so much you can sweep under a carpet. 



BECAUSE DRUGS ARE DANGEROUS?
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Once an addict 
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Who’s evidence? Nora Volkow has admitted that NIDA cannot do crucial research due to federal restrictions. NIDA funds 80% of all drug research. When interviewed by Nadelmann asked Volkow about whether or not NIDA can be expected to fund psilocybin and other psychedelic research on “treatment of addiction or even or pain,” she replied that seeing research into ketamine as a treatment for treatment-resistant depression has been an “eye opener” for her. “We need to learn from what the evidence is showing us,” she said. “If we can use ketamine for the treatment of severe depression in a way that is safe, this is an example of really that we can use drugs that we thought were dangerous and use them in ways that are therapeutic.” Times are changing, hopefully for the better, and it’s a fascinatingly optimistic feeling to see someone in Volkow’s position being so vocal about her changing views and actively working to change drug policies for the better.
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We are increasing the dangers of drugs: Diamorphine and heroin are the same drug – but it becomes many times more dangerous when unregulated.



“This body of research has clearly shown that 

HAT is a viable and effective treatment for a 

sub-group of heroin users who do not respond 

well to methadone. The evidence is now robust 

and rigorous.” 

Seddon, Toby. "Prescribing heroin: John Marks, the Merseyside 
clinics, and lessons from history." International Journal of Drug 
Policy 78 (2020): 102730.
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Why do we have such increases in dependant drug use?
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RAT park



It is all a distraction.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Originally, misdirection, manipulation and rhetoric were intentional strategies to subjugate and isolate certain people. Over time, we have come to accept false, dis and misinformation as accepted facts. We don’t have time to go into this fully, but I cane refer you to.Who formulates the problem?Often the target is a politically expedient target to distract from the underlying issues



Shaun.shelly@yahoo.com
© 2016 Shaun Shelly

UNDUE INFLUENCE
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The perpetuation of the colonial 
and imperial through the myth of 
the international.



24HR HOS LYN: 26-27-28-PHAKAMISA
SHITY IN MY TOWN
AKUKHO THEMBA
GEEN WERK

Making recidivism probable. Forever.

MY NAME’S 
OMAR AND I 
HAVE A 
DRUG 
POLICY 
PROBLEM.
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Current drug policy has:Made certain drugs more concentrated, unregulated, pharmacologically dangerous, less useful, less social, more hidden and more dangerous.Policy has made normal people into criminals, fueled the transnational criminal economyPeople proclaim drugs dangerous because they have been made so by the system that claims to protect. 



22

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shifting the focus to Africa:Undue the influence of the US, Russia and ChinaBlind acceptance of the war on drugsMassive consequencesPrevention campaigns



• “If you don’t want us to 
militarise, to take over your 
neighbourhoods, keep us out of 
areas that require us to solve 
your social problems. But 
because the police have the 
biggest footprint across the 
country we are being called on 
to solve problems for other 
departments which are weak or 
insufficiently organised. So we 
end up trying to control what 
we shouldn’t be controlling.”

General Jeremy Vearey



24Prisoner or Patient
A more insidious side to the same coin?

Keeping prisons full is good for the economy, but costs the state money. 
Then somebody worked out you could charge a patient.

Drug courtsx

Coerced treatmentx

Disease prophecyx

Late interventionsx

Stigmax



25Fields of Study
Areas of reduction?

BRAIN SCIENCE

SOCIAL SCIENCE

BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCE

Neurochemistry
Neurobiology

Macro-system
Micro-system

Thoughts
Behaviours



Science without social justice 
can lead to misguided and 
harmful interventions.



More likely Less likely
Educated Lower levels of education
Employed Unemployed
Women Men
Married Unmarried
Motivated Mental health issues
Family support Arrest
Purpose Early onset

TREATMENT?
Moos, R. H., Nichol, A. C., & Moos, B. S. (2002). Risk factors for symptom 

exacerbation among treated patients with substance use disorders. 
Addiction, 97(1), 75–85.
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Maternal use Family use Interest? Experimentation Recreation Mild Moderate Severe

Health Promotion Prevention Intervention
Mother Family Child Universal Selective Indicated Outpatient Inpatient
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This is what the range of interventions should be. The COPC model can help ensure this and improve outcomes







Decriminalise the use of all 
drugs immediately. Introduce a 
community based, harm 
reduction-informed, peer led 
continuum of care. Move 
towards intelligent 
regulation for commercial 
production and sales of all 
drugs.



Prohibition-focused drug
policy remains one of the
fundamental barriers that
we must remove before we
can achieve an open, just
and equitable society in
South Africa, Africa and
internationally.



The principles of social justice can be informed by science, 

but science must also pursue the principles of social justice.

Social justice must be the bedrock on which all policies are 

built.

We need to put aside our biases and beliefs, and seek the 

truth, no matter how inconvenient it is.
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Why do we have such increases in dependant drug use?
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