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Science Diplomacy became very popular in the last 15 years



EU Member States started developing related strategies



Ministries of Foreign Affairs started  
appointing science diplomacy experts



A lot has been happening at EU level as well



But Science Diplomacy itself is changing, too
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The state of Science Diplomacy in Europe

The issue

Largely uncoordinated science diplomacy efforts in Europe 

and lack of EU approach in times of a rapidly changing 

geopolitical and scientific-technological environment

The goal

Develop European leadership in science diplomacy to 
project soft power and pursue European economic interests 

and values more effectively



Council Conclusions on the Global Approach 
to Research & Innovation (28/09/2021)



What do we mean by…

 European?

 Science Diplomacy?

 Agenda?



 European Research Area ≠ 
Europe in Common Foreign and Security Policy

 European Institutions and Member States (“Team Europe”)

 Link to like-minded partners abroad

What do we mean by European?



Science Diplomacy

Tech Diplomacy

Innovation Diplomacy

STI Diplomacy

…?

What do we mean by Science Diplomacy?

Climate Diplomacy

Water Diplomacy

Energy Diplomacy

Digital Diplomacy

Space Diplomacy

…?

 Science Diplomacy should be understood in a broad sense 
(= natural sciences, SSH, engineering, medicine, education)

 Focus on the how, not the what, in order not to interfere with 
thematic policy processes!



What do we mean by Agenda?

What?

• Non-binding, based on voluntary commitments

• Forward-looking, suggesting concrete actions

How?

• Co-creation with participants from the science and diplomacy 
spheres

• Verification (“reality check”) by stakeholders



1. Strengthening interactions between R&I policy and foreign policy
> Structural linkages between policy instruments, science advisory 

ecosystems, SD in Embassies/Delegations, global SD outreach

2. Making diplomacy resilient through foresight, evidence, 
and strategic use of scientific cooperation

> Foresight, SD tackling global challenges / crises / emergencies, 
SD and multilateralism, SD and the global commons, SD 
supporting public diplomacy, SD in times of war and when 
relations are difficult

3. Building capacity for European Science Diplomacy 
> Building capacity in science, building capacity in diplomacy, 

strengthening the interface

Three delivery mechanisms



We need to invent a modern science diplomacy that is fit 
for the strange world we live in – and delivers social justice


